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unwilling to remember; and also to plant birches, oaks,
elms, and such like round-headed trees along the verges
of the Kaeside plantations; they make a beautiful out-
line, and also a sort of fence, and were not planted last
year because the earth at the sunk fences was too newly
travelled. This should be mixed with various bushes,
as hollies, thorns, so as to make a wild hedge, or thickety
obstruction to the inroads of cattle. A few sweetbriers,
alders, honeysuckles, laburnums, etc., should be thrown
in. A verdant screen may be made in this way, of the
wildest and most beautiful description, which should
never be clipt, only pruned, allowing the loose branches
to drop over those that are taken away. Tom is very
costive about trees, and talks only of 300 poplars. I
shall send at least double that number; also some hag-
berries, etc. He thinks he is saving me money when
he is starving my projects; but he is a pearl of honesty
and good intention, and I like him the better for needing
driving where expense is likely. Ever yours,
W. scott.
TO JOHN MUBEAT,  ESQ.,  ALBEMAELE STEEET,  LONDON".
abbotsfobd, 23d March, 1818.
DEAEMlJEBAY,—
" Grieve not for me, my dearest dear,
I am not dead but sleepetih here." —'
I have little to plead for myself, but the old and vile
apologies of laziness and indisposition. I think I have
been so unlucky of late as to have always the will to
work when sitting at the desk hurts me, and the irresist-
ible propensity to be lazy, when I might, like the man
whom Hogarth introduces into Bridewell with Ms hands
strapped up against the wall, "better work than stand
thus." I laid Kirkton1 aside half finished, from a desire
1 Scott's article on Ejrkton's History of the Church of Scotland, edited
by Mr. C. K. Sharpe, appeared in the 36th number of the Quarterly
Review, — See Miscellaneous Prose Works, yol. adx. p. 213.

